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How Ready... 


1949 REVISED EDITION 
GRADED LIST OF BOOKS 


for Elementary Schools 


Here’s the new Graded List that Librarians and teachers 
have been waiting for! A handy listing of books for 
children in grades | through 8 .. . a separate list for 


each grade ... all 8 lists in a pocket style folder. 


This new Graded List gives you more titles . . . more 
illustrations . . . more information than the previous 
edition. All of the books in this list are available from 


McClurg’s. 


Write today for your New 1949 Graded List! 
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74 Big Onder 


It’s a great temptation 


To sigh with relief — because House Bill #6 and Senate Bill #19 were 
killed in committee, and the State Board for Libraries is safe for an- 
other year 

To pat ourselves on the back — because House Bill #376 was passed by the! 
House and the Senate, and will be signed by the Governor by the 
time you read this 

To shrug our shoulders — because even though we failed to gain our goal 
of one million dollars for State Aid, we are reasonably sure that 
House Bill #544, which contains $362,085.00 for State Aid to libraries 
and $9,540.00 for its administration by the State Library will be 
passed with these items intact on June 23 


It’s the bitter truth — 
That the job is not finished 
Are you prepared 


To explain the work of the State Board for Libraries — to your communi- 
ty and to your representatives so that when the question of state 
government reorganization comes up again, as it will, everyone will 
see the necessity for keeping our Board as it is? 

To use the revised State Aid Bill as the means of increasing the effective 
ness of your library — to set its financial goals as your goals — to 
recognize its value in developing library service in the entire state 
— to explain its terms and its purposes to your community? 

To produce evidence that you need more State did — that you can spend it 
to advantage —— that you are receiving maximum support from your 
local government — and that you are giving maximum service with- 
in your financial limitations? 

To see that every voter in your community has this information — is pre 
pared to give it to his representatives — and to fight for the right to 
have tax money spent for library service, a democratic necessity? 


If you are 
It can be done! 


The Michigan Library Association has made steady gains in the legis: 
lative field in the past ten years. With every member tensed for the effort, 
the Association in the year to come can hold its gains, and — at long last 
— INCREASE STATE AID 












Ruth Warncke, Chairman, 
M.L.A. Legislative Committee 
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


Another opportunity has been given to libraries of Michigan to 
demonstrate what can be done with funds from the State supple- 
menting local support. The legislature has adjourned temporarily in a 
deadlock over the Education appropriation bill which includes the 
funds for state aid for libraries as well as for the State Library. It 
has already approved the revision of the formula for distribution of 
these funds. The Association is grateful to the Legislative Committee 
and all others whose vigilance and energy brought about success in 
our legislative program in a year which might so easily have marked 
the doom of state aid. Even the proposal for abolishing the State 
Board for Libraries was settled in our favor because hearings before 
the committee to which it was referred convinced the members of the 
weakness in this proposal so far as libraries were concerned. Success 
with this legislature, however, should not bring about further com- 
placency but should awaken in each of us the recognition of the 
need for much more participation of libraries in community affairs. Each new group working 
closely with members of the Legislature is amazed at the ground work required to arouse an 
interest in the local library. Between now and the next session there is opportunity for the 
library to become a real factor in the lives of those who vote in the legislature and also in those 
who send the legislators to Lansing. A start can be made by an expression of appreciation to 
your legislators. 


The revision of the formula for distribution of state aid embodies the principle of local 
support of libraries and offers the librarian an opportunity for securing an increase in local tax 
support. It was the intention that such a revision would provide the argument needed in some 
communities for the library to share in the additional funds available to local communities through 
the sales tax diversion or through any other source of income. It should be an incentive to im- 
prove library services but it will require evidence that such improvement will result. 


Section meetings during the last quarter give evidence of the recognition by each group 
of a responsibility to the growth of library service through whatever special attributes each 
has to contribute. The County Library Section held a one day session in Lansing and after a 
day of discussing standards for bookmobile construction they entertained their legislators at 
dinner. An institute for teacher-librarians was held at Gaylord Oak Grove Resort in April, 
and was patterned after those held so successfully for the last few years at Waldenwoods. The 
School Library Section sponsors these institutes and the program is planned to devote a large 
portion of the time to discussion of topics selected by these attending the institute and to pro- 
vide consultant service for those with individual problems. The full time professional school 
librarians at these institutes share their training and experience with the teachers who are carry- 
ing the responsibility of a school library without adequate preparation in librarianship. At 
the Spring Institute on Children’s Reading held at Ann Arbor in May, the Children’s Section 
carried on a tradition begun years ago in Grand Rapids when children’s librarians gathered 
each spring to discuss books for children, Story-telling was the theme for this year’s meeting and 
Phyllis Fenner, compiler of so many fine collections. of folk-tales and other stories was the 
guest speaker. A number of Michigan librarians also participated in the program which in- 
cluded an evaluation of the new books for children and a panel on story-telling, The Regional 
Catalogers held a meeting in May at Kalamazoo with the program centering in a discussion 
of the addressograph as a means of duplicating catalog cards quickly and economically. Both 
Grand Rapids and Detroit Public libraries are experimenting with this method and are thus 
paving the way for a new era in cataloging routines which may help to solve problems of cost 
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and staff in small libraries as well as large. It is to be hoped that each member of M.L.A 
finds a place in one of these small functional groups which form the foundation on which the 
Association is built. 

We welcome a new Executive Secretary, Margaret Murray Wylie formerly librarian of Kent 
County, now of East Lansing. Margaret Wylie succeeds Melba Pearson Haight who !.as re 
signed in order to devote her time to a new business established by her husband in Niles. The 
membership files will now be transferred to the able hands of Margaret Wylie and it is hoped 
that those of you who have not yet paid your dues will immediately provide Peg with some work 
by mailing your dues to her at 131 East Grand River, East Lansing. The dues scale appear 
elsewhere in this issue in case you are uncertain about your status. Margaret Wylie will at 
tend committee meetings also upon invitation from the chairman. 

At the A.L.A. Regional conference in Grand Rapids November 9-12 we will have a chane 
to participate in meetings with larger groups discussing the problems common to all libraries 
especially those in the Mid-west Region. Our own M.L.A,. will precede the conference be 
ginning on Tuesday November 8 at the Pantlind Hotel with an afternoon session and an even- 
ing of fun for the Wolverines provided generously by our hosts, the Grand Rapids Librarian’ 
Club. So mark your calendars now for NOVEMBER 8 and plan to join in a discussion of 
topics of vital interest to Michigan librarians. 

Alice Louise LeFevre 
President 


MICHIGAN STATE BOARD FOR LIBRARIES 
ANNOUNCES THE 1949 SUMMER LIBRARY WORKSHOPS 





Registration 

Camps Dates Closing Date 

** Waldenwoods June 13 - 17 May 26, 1949 
near Hartland 

*** Camp Shaw June 27 - July 1 05 June 9, 1949 
near Chatham 

* St. Mary’s Lake July 11-15 or June 30, 1949 

near Battle Creek 
** Higgins Lake July 25 - 29 25.00 July 7, 1949 


Conservation Training School near Roscommon 











* For those who have not yet attended a Library Workshop or who have attended only 1. 
** For those who have attended 2 or more Library Workshops. 

*** Three different types of library workshops are being held here simultaneously. They ar 
the two above and a special one for teacher-librarians, school librarians and school-public li 
brarians who do not have the + years of college including or supplemented by 1 year of 
training in a library school approved by the American Library Asosciation, 

Subjects to be discussed this summer are Methods of Lending, Book Selection for 

Adults, Book Displays and Posters and Book Reviewing. Among the lectures this year art 

“What Reading Does to People”, “Library Assistant and her Responsibility” and “The Librarian 

and her Board”. School library problems are also included on the program at Camp Shaw. 

This year, for the first time, consultant service is provided on library subjects not 
being taught. Those scheduled are Cataloging and Classification, Reference, Weeding and Men¢- 
ing, Budgeting and Expenditures, Information File. Others may be added upon request. 

Additional information may be had by writing the Michigan State Board for Libraries, 
Lansing 13. 


+ The Michigan Libraria 
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WHAT'S NEW 


by 
Phyllis Fenner 
Plandome Road School Library 
Manhasset, Long Island 


I met Jack McErlean awhile ago. Jack was 
about seven or eight years old. He looked a 
little sober that morning. I called out, ‘Hello, 
Jack. How’s you mother? You know Jack, 
you have a wonderful mother.” “One man’s 
opinion,” he replied glumly. And what I am 
about to say today is strictly one man’s opinion. 
It is just a few thoughts I have had on a few 
things. 

What’s new? There is nothing new.— 
nothing new under the sun. That is a cliche, 
but it’s true. There is nothing new but a 
NEW APROACH. 

Every place I go, whether it be State 
College, Elementary School, Library, there is 
the same complaint about the red tape these 
days in institutions. Why, in order to get a 
manila envelope there must be a written order. 
And oh, the committees meeting night after 
night, and the endless discussions until a body 
never has a free minute to relax and think 
through a thing, or see the children to discuss 
their problems. But there is nothing new about 
that. There is an old Finnish folk tale, 
hundreds of years old called THE WISE 
MEN OF HOLMOLA, It seems there was 
a very peculiar people living in the interior 
of Finland. ‘They were very remote and 
strangers almost never penetrated to their 
country. Once in awhile, however, some 
traveller did come through and he would re- 
port the most fabulous tales of their queerness. 
Whenever they had a job to be done they 
would organize in committees and discuss 
ways and means until, if it were wheat to be 
harvested, for instance, the wheat would be 
spoiled before they ever got at it. No, there is 
nothing new about redtape and committees. 

I have been twenty-five years on my library 
job. It is a wonderful thing to be that long in 
the same spot for now I am beginning to get 
the children of the children. I look up at a 
little boy and I see a familiar undershot jaw, 
and I think, “Where have I seen that jaw 
before.” I go back years in my thinking and I 
remember, “Aha, that is George Becker’s boy, 
and I say “How’s your father, George?”. It 
is a wonderful feeling, sort of like being a 
grandmother, 
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The reason I spoke of twenty-five years in 
my job was this. It gives me a certain amount 
of authority to say that children have not 
changed. There is nothing new about them 
either. 

One morning as I| left my house on Bleecker 
Street in New York, which is Little Italy, 1 
saw written with chalk on a brick building, 
“Antoinette loves Peter.’”’ I knew then that 
spring had come to Bleecker Street. It hits us 
hard, and lasts a long time. It comes in the 
same way, year after year, 

When the first marbles roll out of some 
little boy’s pocket during a story hour I know 
that spring has come to Manhasset. It happens 
every year. 

Soon there will be great big baseball mits 
swinging on little trousers, and my little 
friend Frankie will stop by, his bathing suit 
wrapped in a turkish towel, a peanut butter 
sandwich in )is hand. Children have been do- 
ing this for years, even to the same kind of 
sandwich. 

I’ll know when fall is here when I pass a 
vacant lot where small bodies are tackling, 
“‘a-sweatin’ and a-sweatin’”’ as Frankie would 
say. 

Some cold day I will see in our Principal’s 
office, a row of boys with serious faces. They 
were caught snowballing on the school 
grounds. I’ll know that winter has arrived. 
The boys are different, but it is the same old 
trouble. 

No, there is nothing new about children un- 
less they are a bit quicker on the up-take, or 
maybe we are a bit slower than we used to be. 

How about us? We're the same old dodos, 
except we’re getting older, getting more sot 
in our ways, more conservative, though prob- 
ably we don’t admit it. Nope. Nothing new 
about us. 

How about books? Well, they go on in the 
same old way, a few good ones remain and 
lot of mediocre one drop by the wayside. True 
when I started library work twenty-five years 
ago I opened shop with LITTLE LORD 
FAUNTLEROY in the children’s corner 
and THE WINNING OF BARBARA 
WORTH in the high school, both of which 
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are now almost extinct. And true, too, we 
have many more easy reading books, some of 
doubtful literary quality, but written honestly 
enough, and we must admit they are extremely 
useful in schools. Perhaps we have a few more 
good ones than we used to have. We hope. 


But there is a new approach to all things. 
It may not be as good as the old. We have to 
watch out, for who knows, it may be better. 
It is well to consider it. 


What was the old approach to children? In 
the first place, we thought they were all alike. 
They had the same tastes. All seven year olds 
liked the same things. They had no critical 
sense. Their interests were few. At the same 
age we thought they should all be reading the 
same things, of the same reading difficulty. 
We read certain books called classics when we 
were young, therefore the children today 
should read them, and /ike them, what’s more. 
Period, 

There is a new approach to children today. 
We recognize that children are individuals 
from the beginning, as different as we grown 
ups are. One may be interested in snakes, one 
in horses, one in travel, another in fairy tales. 
Some very special children follow very special 
interests as Toady, who went from subject to 


subject, wearing each one out as it came along; 
or Calvin who spent long hours looking up 
his references in encyclopedias trying to find 
out what made color in birds feathers. 


We recognize that children have different 
abilities and there are many reading levels in 
the same grade, many levels of interest. We 
recognize, too, that the child who reads the 
most is not necessarily the best read. The 
fourth grades participated in a quiz game. 
Four children were chosen to represent each 
grade. Naturally, the ones chosen were the 
incessant readers. I think the surprise the 
children got was the fact that the ones who 
had read the most books weren’t necessarily 
the best read. 

What was the old approach to library work? 
We are all familiar with that old story, so 
old it has whiskers, of the librarian someone 
met on the street. When asked how her li- 
brary was getting along, she replied “Fine. 
There is one book out, and I am on my way to 
get that now.” And there was the librarian in 
A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN who, 
in response to the little girl’s asking for sug- 
gestions, always reached under the desk for 
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WHEN KNIGHTHOOD WAS sly 
FLOWER. Even more recently, in RUFUS 


M, the librarian wasn’t so bad but she wat 


held down a little by the rules, which we |. 
brarian’s are apt to be. 


In school libraries we used to have th 
children march in at half hour intervals, each 
class coming for half hour, or so, a week, and 
each child having a few minutes in which ty 
choose a book to take. 


The new approach to library work aims ¢ 
service. It is said that ‘‘a librarian is a teacher 
with the whole curriculum as her subject.” | 
think we should be proud to have that said of 
us. No longer are we custodians, We want 
the children to come in often to browse. That 
word, browse, you know, comes from the 
French word meaning to nibble, to taste her 
and there. The old idea of deathly quiet in 
the library is gone. The article in WILSON‘ 
BULLETIN years ago entitled “Does anyon 
dead live here?” had a point. The hum of 
busy-ness is the sweetest sound I know. 

We know that worn out books are a good 
sign, and real circulation is a good sign, al 
though I am not so sure that circulation figures 
always tell the story. Even lost books area 
good sign. Someone wanted to read them 
Seldom do dull books disappear. I wish some 
of those dull books I wasted my money on in 
the past years would disappear. They trouble 
my conscience, sitting there on the shelve 
year after year with never a friendly hand 
taking them off. 

A disordered library is a good sign (pm 
vided it gets a good straightening up once in 
awhile). To find GRIMM’S FAIRY 
TALES right next to CREATIVE CHEM. 
ISTRY is wonderful. Either that guy who 
lived only for science was taking a sudden 
interest in fairy tales (and it has been known 
to happen) or the little girl who would read 
nothing but fairy tales has discovered the 
magic of science. Either is good. 

What was the old approach to books? We 
had state lists. If a child read so many books 
he got stars of various colors. The trouble 
was not all children could read the books o 
that list. And what test is it to say you have 
read a certain number? Was the boy who 
read fifty two TOM SWIFT books better 
than the boy who had only read TOM SAW- 
YER? Is the boy who reads factual books les 
well educated than the girl who reads fait 
tales? Are the classics, so-called, better than 
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the excellent new books? Aren’t some of the 
classics over-rated? We have all had experi- 
ence with parents and teachers who want their 
children to read the “classics”, not thinking 
that there are better books that have been 
published recently, and by recently I mean in 
the past twenty-five years. True, the classics 
have been read for a long time, but ELSIE 
DINSMORE is still in print and sells a 
million copies a year. 

Must all children love to read? We have 
thought so without thinking too much about it. 
Is the library, only for book worms? Marshall’s 
mother bemoaned the fact that he never read. 
One day when he was sick his mother took 
three books home to him. She called up the 
next day, all excited. Marshall had read two, 
and was on the third. “I think we’ve got him 
started”, she said. While Marshall was in 
bed he read many books, but as soon as he was 
well he stopped reading. You see, he didn’t 
have time to read. He was too busy making 
radio sets for all the boys on his street. 

In the new approach to books we not only 
recognize mentally that there are different 
reading levels within the same age group, but 
in buying books we consider, not just the 
great reader, but we consider the beginning 


reader of whatever age. He must have material’ 


to feed on to give him incentive to learn to 
read. We want easy to read stories. For the 
older child who is a slow reader we must have 
easy things to interest him like Walter Brooks 
books, and LeGrand’s AUGUSTUS stories. 
We must find out what interests the child 
who doesn’t like to read so that he will get 
reading practice. We must have material to 
lift the taste of the omniverous reader and 
keep his interest. 

We must recognize that children won’t all 
like the same books. Their tendency is to read 
only what interests them. And we must recog- 
nize that not all children will like to read. 

We must recognize that the comics are here, 
and also that old books are new to children. 

We must realize that good books often have 
to have a build up. No child is born loving 
Beethoven. He has to have a love of music 
built up in him. The child must have back- 
ground for ROLLER SKATES, THE 
WIND IN THE WILLOWS, and various 
other lovely books we could name. CHES- 
TRY OAK is one of the new ones that per- 
haps will take time and patience to introduce 
to children, or should I say, the average child. 
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We must recognize that we ourselves get 
in a rut. We “have to keep running to stay 
where we are.” Let’s not be like the librarian 
in A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN 
and have only a few ideas under our desks. In 
FLOWERING DUSK Ella Young tells of 
her boredom with Sunday when a child. Once 
the minister said “Heaven is going to be like 
Sunday every day,” Ella Young thought she 
couldn’t stand it. She tried touching the hot 
stove to see if she could stand Hell and de- 
cided she couldn’t. One day when Sunday 
was too much for her she went into the closed 
parlor and shouted ‘God I hate you”. There, 
she had settled it once and forever. She would 
go to Hell. It might be well if we too de- 
stroyed our chances at the kind of heaven li- 
brarians used to envisage a library of 
perfect silence all the time, the pindrop 
variety, unlimited funds for books so we could 
just buy everything and not have to bother 
weighing their worth; all the bright children 
using the library all the time, and using it 
correctly, and reading all the good books, and 
putting them back in their proper places. 


In the new order we have destroyed that 
idea of heaven and have substituted a vital 
active library, a place of many activities, a 
center of the school, the living room, the 
hearthstone, as someone has called it, where 
children come with pleasure to look up, not 
only their reference work but their own inter- 
ests, where Hobart can read about his snakes 
and Marcia her turtles, and Calvin about his 
bird feathers. Joe D’Igangi used to come to 
the library day after day. I never saw Joe 
read a book. He never read anything but old 
POPULAR MECHANIC magazines. Joe 
had the library habit, and is that not of the 
things we are after? I hope, now that Joe is 
out of school, he has found a nice library with 
a lot of old POPULAR MECHANICS. 
After all, the library is a lovely place to spend 
his time. We want our children to think of 
the Public Library as a nice place to go when 
school is over. 

If Education is not good because of the 
poor teachers, and we do hear that said very 
often, perhaps libraries are not as effectual as 
they should be because of us librarians. What 
do we need to make us more effective in these 
days when education seems to be the one thing 
that can help? 


(Continued on page 24+) 





M. L. A. NOMINEES 1949 - 1950 


In accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of the Michigan Library Association 
The Committee on Nominations presents the following candidates for office in the Association fo; 
the coming year. Official ballots will be mailed to all members in good standing. Results wil 
be announced at the annual conference in November. 


FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT (President-elect) 


LILLIAN ANDERSON, Chief, Circulation Department, Kalama- 
zoo Public Library. A.B., Kalamazoo College. B.S. in LS. School 
of Library Service, Columbia University; Member A.L.A. Member, 
M L.A. Chairman M.L.A. District No. 1, 1940; Chairman, M.L.A. 
Lending Section, 1941; Member M.L.A. Membership Committee, 
1946-47. M.L.A. Secretary 1948-49. 


FOR FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT (President-elect) 


MARIAN C. YOUNG, chief, Children’s Departuall 


Detroit Public Library, Detroit. A.B., University of Cincin- 
nati, 1929; B.E., 1930; Cincinnati Public Library Training 
Class, 1930-31; B.S. in LS. Columbia University, 1937; 
summer graduate work Columbia University 1941-2, 194+ 
+5. Children’s librarian on Bookmobile and in branches, 
Cincinnati Public Library, 1931-36; in charge Main Chil 
dren’s Room, Cincinnati Public Library, 1937-38 ; Supervisor 
of Work with Children, Des Moines Public Library, 1938 
46; Chief, Children’s Department, Detroit, September, 1946- 
to date. Member A.L.A, Chairman, Program Committee 
M.L.A , 1948; Editor, Top of the News, 1949. 


FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 


DOROTHY MIDDLEBROOK SHIPMAN, Librarian, Manistique Library since 1918. A.B. 


Wells College; University of Michigan Library Methods Summer School; Teacher’s Certifi 
cate 1937. Author of fourteen books of program material and of numerous newspaper articles 
in prose and verse; editor of two Christmas anthologies including STARDUST AND HOLLY. 
Lecturer and world traveler; twice winner in International Travel Essay Contest. Member, 
M.L.A. Former holder of various offices in U.P.L.A. 


FOR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 

PHYLLIS S,. RANKIN, Librarian, Peter White Public Library, Marquette, Michigan. B.L.S. 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. Member, M.L.A. President of U.P.L.A., 1943 
1944, Second vice-president of M.L.A., 1944. 
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FOR SECRETARY 


LUCILLE HARWICK, Head of Adult Services, Lansing Public Library. A.B. Michigan 
State Normal College, 1930; B.S. in L.S., Western Reserve University, 1936. Librarian and 
teacher, High School, Morenci 1925-29, 1930-35; Branch Librarian, Kalamazoo Public Li- 
brary, 1936-39; Young Peoples Librarian, Public Library, Mishawaka, Indiana, 1939-43; Ref- 
erence Librarian, Public Library, Lansing, 1943-46; Head of Adult Services, 1946-to date. 
Member, A.L A.; Member M.L.A.; Chairman, Reference Section, M.L.A. 1944-45; President, 
Lansing Library Club, 1948-49. 


FOR SECRETARY 


EMMA SIHLER, Assistant Librarian, Adrian Public Library. A.B. Western Reserve Uni- 
versity ; Certificate, Cleveland College, 1931. Jackson Public Library, Chief of Circulation, 
1931-44; Glendale Public Library, Glendale, Calif , Branch Children’s Librarian, 1944-45; Jack- 
son Public Library, Reader’s Advisor, 1945-47; Assistant Librarian, Adrian Public Library, 
1947-to date. Member, M.L.A. 


FOR TREASURER 

THOMAS EUGENE DAVIES, Librarian, Lenawee County Library, Adrian. A.B. Wayne 
University, 1940; B.S.E., State Teachers College, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 1941; A.B.L.S. 
University of Michigan, 1946; Teacher, 1941-42; U.S. Army, 1942-45; Librarian, Hall-Fow- 
ler Memorial Library, Ionia, 1946-49; Librarian, Lenawee County Library, 1949-to date. Mem- 
ber, A.L.A.; Salary Staff and Tenure Committee, M.L.A., 1947-48; Chairman of same com- 
mittee, 1948-49; Vice-Chairman District 4+, M.L.A, 1948-49; Chairman of junior members, 
1948-49. 


FOR TREASURER 

H. GLEN FITCH, Librarian, Hillsdale College. A.B. Michigan State Normal College, 1934; 
B.S. in LS. Library School, George Peabody College for Teachers, 1935; M.A. Michigan State 
College, 1939, Part time evening reference librarian, Michigan State College, 1935-37; Refer- 
ence Librarian, Michigan State College, 1937-46; Librarian, Hillsdale College, 1946-date. 
Member of A.L.A.; M L.A. Vice-Chairman, M.L.A., District 2, 1946-47; Chairman of same 
district, 1947-48. 

FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE (Professional Group) 

CLAXTON E. HELMS, Librarian, Public Library, Allegan, Michigan. BS. in Education, 
Southeast Missouri State Teachers College, Cape Girardeau, Mo., 1938; B.S. in L.S. Uni- 
versity of Illinois, 1940; past President Staff Association, Grand Rapids Public Library; past 
Vice-President Librarian’s Club, Grand Rapids; past President Junior Members Section, 


M.L.A.; past President Junior Members Round Table, A.L.A.; member Recruiting Committee, 
M.L.A. 


FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE (Professional Group) 

WAVE L. NOGGLE, Librarian, Mandelle Memorial Library, Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, 
BS. Illinois State Normal University, Normal, Illinois, 1929; B.S. in LS. Uni- 
versity of Illinois, 1930; M.S. in LS. University of Illinois, 1933. Assistant in Order De- 
partment, University of Illinois Library, 1930-34; Assistant in Exchange Division, University 
of Illinois Library, in charge of U.S. and state documents, 1934-37; Librarian, Virginia Junior 
College, Virginia, Minnesota, 1937-46; Librarian, Mandelle Memorial Library, Kalamazoo 
College, 1946-to date; Instructor in Library Science, University of Minnesota, Divisoon of Li- 
brary Instruction, summers, 1942, 1943, 1945. Member, A.L A., 1929-to date; M.L.A., 1946- 
pt Secretary, Junior College Library Section (A.C.R.L.) 1941-42; Chairman of same 

4-TO, 


NOTICE—September 1 is the deadline for the October MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. Please 
submit all copy typed, double-spaced and in duplicate. 
THE EDITOR 
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FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE (Trustees Group) 

MRS. THELMA M. KRAMER, President Ferndale Library Board, 1948-49; Vice-President 
1945-46 and 1946-47; Member of the Board since 1938; Chairman M.L.A. District No, } 
Trustees Section, 1947-48 and 1948-49; Vice-Chairman of the State M.L.A. Trustees Section 
1948-49. Member of Ferndale Woman’s Club; active for the past twenty-two years in local 
district and state departments of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legign 
Auxiliaries; Member, M.L.A.; Member planning Committee for Trustees’ work of the Michi. 
gan State Library, 1947-48 and 1948-49; Member Planning Committee for the Trustees Section 
M.L.A. for Annual Conference 1947-48 and 1948-49, 

FOR MEMBER-AT-LARGE (Trustees Group) 

CLIFFORD W. McKIBBIN, East Lansing. East Lansing Library Board, 1947-49. Activ 
member and Past President of Lansing Board of Realtors; Member and Past President 
Michigan Real Estate Association; Member and Past President of Friends of the Library ¢ 
Michigan State College; Member of Legislative Committee M.L.A. 1948-49. 

FOR MEMBER OF A.L.A. COUNCIL 

ROBERT M. ORR, Librarian, Branch County Library, Coldwater. A.B., University 
Illinois, 1936. BS. in L.S., University of Illinois Library School, 1937; Staff Assistant, Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library, 1936-37; Junior Staff Assistant, Detroit Public Library, 1937-39. 
Assistant Extension Librarian, Springfield, Illinois Public Library, 1939-40; District Librarian 
for Southern Illinois, WPA — Illinois State Library, 1940-41; U.S. Army Air Forces, 1941. 
45; District Librarian, Northern Illinois, Illinois State Library, 1945-47; Librarian, Brane 
County Library 1947-date. Member, AL.A.; Chairman, A.L.A, Membership Committee, 
Michigan, 1947-49; Member M.L.A.; Member-at-large of Executive Board, M.L.A., 1948 
49; Vice-Chairman, M.L A. District 1, 1948-49; Member, M.L.A. Legislative Committee, 
1948-49; Chairman, County Librarian’s Section, M.L.A., 1948-49. 

FOR MEMBER OF A.L.A. COUNCIL 

CLIFFORD B. WIGHTMAN, Librarian, Hackley Public Library, Muskegon. A.B. in Edu 
cation, University of Michigan, 1929; A.B.L.S., University of Michigan, 1930; M.A.LS, 
University of Michigan, 1934; Graduate work, University of Chicago, summer 1941 ; in charge 
of Chemical Engineering Library, University of Michigan, 1930-34; Reference Librarian ané 
Instructor in Library Science, Colorado State College of Education, Greeley, 1934-38; Associate 
Librarian, Grand Rapids (Michigan) Public Library, 1938-41; Librarian, Lancaster (Pennsyl- 
vania) Free Public Library, 1941-48; Librarian, Hackley Public Library, 1948-date. Member, 
A.L.A.; Member, M L.A.; Committee on Relations With State Government, M.L.A., 1939; 
Chairman, M.L.A. District +, 1940; General Chairman, State Conference M.L.A., 1940; Treas. 
urer, Pennsylvania Library Association, 1944-47; Chairman, Public Library Section, P.L.A. 
1947-48; Planning Committee, M.L.A., 1949-50. 


Interest in libraries was expressed by 
Governor G. Mennen Williams when on 
April 3, he took an hour’s leave from the 
Spring campaign to stop in Allen Park for 
the dedication of the new Ecorse Township 
public library building, a branch of the Wayne 
County Library. He cast a smiling look around 


the room and complimented officials of thi 


community. 


Governor G. Mennen Williams entering the FE cori 
Township library building, Allen Park. Mh 
Jeannette Hackett, branch librarian, accompanyin 
him. 
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GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION 


As Proposed by A.L.A. Fourth Activities Committee 


Are you a dissastisfied member of the A.L.A.? Or don’t you belong, because you think your 
state association gives you a better chance to take part in its activities than you'd ever get in a 
big national association ? 

The Council of the A.L.A. has been aware of this feeling on the part of many librarians 
for a number of years. However, as the Association has grown from a few thousand members to 
its present size of 17,000 it has become impossible to draw more than a small percentage of the 
membership into active participation by appointment to committees or election to offices. The 
f Council devised a mechanism long ago to try to insure the successful operation of the Associa- 
tion by a periodic examination of what is going on in the A.L.A. with a view toward improve- 
ment: an Activities Committee is appointed at least once in six years to conduct an extensive 
study. The Fourth of these Activities Committees presented its report at the Midwinter meet- 
ing in January. You can read it the January (1949) 4.L.4. Bulletin. The part of it that may 
be taken up for a vote at the joint regional meeting of the A.L.A. and the state library associ- 
ations of Michigan, Illinois and Ohio this November in Grand Rapids, is “Geographic Organ- 
ization” beginning on page 31. If you are a member of A.L A. you will have a vote on whether 
or not you would like to have the M.L.A. become a state chapter of A.L.A. with one dues 
payment making you a member of both. If your salary is $1000 or under you would save $1 
by the combined dues scheme. If your salary is over $1000 you would save $1.50. (See table 
below. ) 

Members of both Combined 

now pay to: M.L.A. A.L.A. dues would be Saving 
$1000 and under $1.00 $3.00 $3.00 $1.00 
$1001 to $2000 2.00 3.00 3.50 1.50 
$2001 to $2100 3.00 3.00 4.50 50 


$3001 to $4000 4.00 6.00 8.50 50 
$4001 and over 5 00 10.00 13.50 50 


Those of you who do not belong to A.L.A. should be prepared to influence your fellow 
M.L A. members who do, urging them to vote as you prefer. For if the majority of M.L.A. 
members who belong to A.L.A. (493 of them out of the total M.L A. membership of 850) vote 
that they want the M.L.A. to be a chapter of A.L.A. you would thereafter have to be a member 
of both if you wanted to belong to M.L.A. If you are now paying $1 as an M.L.A. member, 
you could be a member of both Associations for an extra $2 if M.L.A. voted to continue its 
budget at the present level. For those M.L.A. members who have salaries of $1001 to $2100 
it would cost $1.50 extra to belong to both. For those making $2101 to $4000, the extra cost 
would be $4.50 and for those making over $4000, $8.50. 

Before you make up your mind about the proposal consider the experience of the Special Li- 
braries Association, Some of you may belong to it or you may have friends who are enthusiastic 
members. The $.L A. membership has always been characterized by enthusiasm, for the Associ- 
ation has been made up of chapters created by local groups, requiring a great deal of membership 
activity and participation. While A.L.A. has been faced with increasing demands from its mem- 
bers that more of its functions be decentralized, the S.L.A. has been performing substantially all 
of its functions on a decentralized basis. The strength and rapid growth of S.L.A. are evidence 
of the success of this policy. 


1. 
$2101 to $3000 3.00 6.00 7.50 1.50 

|e 

e 


You'll have a chance in November to get yourself into an active part in the library affairs 
of the nation. Your Planning Committee approves the proposed merger but it is aware that 
there are two points of view. After you read the Bulletin article, send your comments pro and 
con to Dorothy Hiatt, Chairman of the Planning Committee. Arguments for and against will 
be presented to the membership in a discussion of the whole topic at the November 9 meeting 
in Grand Rapids, 

Katharine M. Stokes, Librarian 
Western Michigan College of Education 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 


by Alta Parks 


First Vice-President 


Michigan Library Association 


Borrowing a pleasant custom from the 
Upper Peninsula, District 7 of the Michigan 
Library Association, all but one of the seven 
districts started their meetings with coffee. It 
set the air of informality which seemed to 
follow throughout, and was in keeping with 
the general understanding of the purpose of 
the district meetings—to get better acquainted 
and to learn more of the business of the Associ- 
ation. Although the general theme of “In- 
Service Training” was selected, there were 
various ways of presenting it, and in a few 
districts it was felt that some other program 
was more important this year. Evaluation 
sheets were used at the end of each meeting 
and should be of help to next year’s chairmen 
in their program planning. 

DISTRICT I. 

Klinger Lake Country Club was the very 
pleasant setting for the meeting of District I, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Vern Adams acting as 
hosts. With the chairman, Mrs. Lavera Trask 
presiding, a joint meeting of trustees and li- 
brarians was held in the morning to hear 
greetings and reports from the M.L.A. Ex- 
ecutive Board, represented by the President, 
Miss Alice Louise LeFevre; the State Board 
for Libraries represented by Mrs. Dorothy T. 
Hagerman; the State Library represented by 
Mrs. Loleta Fyan, and the Legislative Com- 
mittee by Ruth Warncke, chairman. Trustees 
and librarians then separated for business 
meetings. 

Miss Jean Roos, in charge of the Youth De- 
partment of the Cleveland Public Library, was 
the afternoon’s speaker and told of the pro- 
grams planned and executed by the young 
people there. She also showed slides which 
12 


represented the activities of the group. 

A visit to the Sturgis Printing Compan 
and tea at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Adams 
completed the day. 


DISTRICT II 

District II held their meeting in the Horace 
H. Rackham Building at Ann Arbor, wher 
the General Library of the University acted a 
host. Dr. Warner G. Rice, Director of the 
University Library, welcomed the group and 
reports were given by representatives from 
M.L.A. Executive Board, the State Board for 
Libraries and the Legislative Committee. 
Homer Chance, chairman of the District, then 
introduced a symposium which talked om 
“Training for Librarianship”. It was com 
posed of Rudolph Gjelsness, Dept. of Libray 
Science, U. of M., for Library Schools; 
Maude Girll, Jackson County Library, on Ir 
stitutes and Workshops; Ruth Rutzen, Detrot 
Public Library on In-Service Training. 


In the afternoon Clover Flanders spoke of 


the Library Extension Service of the Univers: 
ty of Michigan, and Dr. Charles Metzner, 
from the Research Center of the University, 
discussed some of the findings of their part 0! 
the Public Library Inquiry. 

Tea was then served by the University 
General Library Staff. 


DISTRICT III 

District III is beginning to think its chair 
men are jinxed, for a year ago Josephine Smit 
had to substitute for the vanished chairmat, 
Walter Kaiser, and this year, Marion Wilco 
had to substitute for her. 


After coffee, the general meeting was callei 
to order and the group welcomed by Ms 
Carrie Palmer, librarian at Royal Oak. Re 
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ports and greetings were then given by repre- 
sentatives of the M.L.A. Executive Board, the 
State Board for Libraries, and from the Legis- 
lative Committee. The trustees adjourned to 
another room and during their meeting the 
librarians listened to Alvin Hamer talk on 
“Aunt Mary’s Attic and Fourteen Books”’. 

One of the best panels of the spring meetings 
was given here on “Pepping up Library Pub- 
licity Techniques”. C. J. Wickwire of the 
Wayne University Staff acted as moderator, 
and with him were Jacqueline Peck, for news- 
papers; Dr. Paul Rickard, for radio, and 
Isabel Swan and Celia Hoffman, for libraries. 

Tea was served by the Friends of the Li- 
brary in the Hans Andersen Room. 


DISTRICT IV 

Claxton Helms and his staff welcomed 
District IV to Allegan where the meeting was 
held in the Griswold Community Building. 
Ruth Warncke, Chairman of the district, 
called the meeting to order and introduced the 
various representatives of M.L.A., State 
Board, and Committees. 

Otto Yntema, of the Western Michigan 
College Department of Adult Education, lead 
a discussion with the trustees on ‘‘Problems of 
Trustees’. 

After luncheon at the Presbyterian Church, 
the trustees and librarians had a joint meeting 
and talked of “Community Resources for In- 
Service Training’. Mrs. Fannie Noonan, 
Director of State Aid from Michigan State 
Library, told of the findings in her work in 
that field. Mr. Wilson Ranck, a former li- 
brarian and now with the American Seating 
Co. of Grand Rapids, spoke on “In-Service 
Training of Personnel in Industry.” Otto 
Yntema then acted as discussion leader for the 
entire group and promoted considerable audi- 
ence participation. 

DISTRICT V 

Mrs. Alma Huggins, Chairman of District 
V, obtained the use of Peoples Church in East 
Lansing for the Meeting of the day. After 
coffee, the general session heard from the Vice- 
President of M.L.A. on its activities, Mrs. 
Florence Dearing representing the State Board 
for Libraries and Clifford McKibben repre- 
senting the Legislative Committee. 


“In-Service Training’ was the subject of 
the panel discussion lead by Mrs. Fannie 
Noonan and Don Phillips. Other members 
were George Hood, Michigan Department of 
Health; Marge Karker, Michigan Farm 
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Bureau; Jackson Towne, Michigan State 
College Library. 


DISTRICT VI 

District VI held its meeting in the Presby- 
terian Church at Petoskey with Miss Elsa 
Struble of Mt. Pleasant as chairman. Miss 
Jessup, of the Petoskey Library, welcomed 
the group and introduced a representative of 
the local bookstore. Alta Parks spoke for the 
Michigan Library Association, Florence Dear- 
ing for the State Board for Libraries, and 
Ruth Warncke for the Legislative Committee. 
Separate meetings were then held by librarians 
and trustees. 

In the afternoon Jean Johnson, representing 
the Recruiting Committe of M.L.A. gave a 
fine talk on the need for recruitment and pre- 
sented basic steps which both trustees and 
librarians might follow. 

General Ralph Royce, Director of Economic 
Development for the State of Michigan, spoke 
on “Resources of Our Area” and the work of 
this department to keep industries in Michigan, 
as well as to bring others here, even to develop- 
ing a machine which can make use of waste 
wood products. 

DISTRICT VII 

This meeting was called to order by the 
chairman, Frances Meade, and then Alice 
Clapp, librarian at the Soo, introduced Mayor 
M. Hunt of Sault Ste. Marie. Probably the 
most startling thing to take place at any of 
the district meetings then occurred, for Mr. 
Hunt suggested to the Library Board that 
Miss Clapp be given a year’s leave of absence 
with pay to write a history of the Soo. The 
idea was received with much applause by the 
attending librarians and we shall all look for- 
ward to seeing its fulfillment. 

D. E. Murray, of the local Board greeted 
the group. Reports from M.L.A., the State 
Board for Libraries, and the Legislative Com- 
mittee followed next in order. While the 
trustees held their separate meeting, Helen 
Kremer lead a discussion on some problems of 
the Upper Peninsula librarians. 

Lunch was served at the Country Club 
where table decorations consisted of light 
houses with blinking lights, and small steamers 
sailing down the tables. 

The afternoon session consisted of several 
talks: “Accent on Living” by Kenneth 
Heafield; ‘County Libraries and Bookmo- 
biles”, by Dena Babcock; “Budgeting Time 
and Energy”, by Mary Meinberg; and “The 
High School Today’’, by Irene Gelinas. 
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TRI-STATE REGIONAL LIBRARY 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 


Michigan was represented at the Tri-State problems involved in any program of libray 
Planning Committee meeting in Milwaukee development. 
April 8-9 by five people: Zona K. Williams, 
chairman; Jean Johnson, committee member ; 
Helen Kremer, State Library Consultant for 
the Upper Peninsula; Dena Babcock, librari- 
an, Menominee County Library and Wesley 
Hawley, Farm Bureau Director, Ludington. 
The Michigan Farm Bureau and the North- 
ern Michigan Agricultural Planning Commit- 
tee made it possible for Mr. Hawley to at- 
tend. Dr. Charles Loomis, sociologist from 
Michigan State College intended to go but 
illness prevented. Miss Irene Hayner, former- 
ly of Michigan was one of the three represent- 
ing Minnesota. Wisconsin was represented by 3 . ae 
about twenty five librarians, a political scien- To accomplish the committee's purpose, each 
tist and a sociologist. member is appointing a sub-committee within 

Using the outline prepared by the committee her own State to work with her. Each state i 
as a basis, Gene Rector, a graduate student in also undertaking to publicize its information 
sociology, analyzed three Wisconsin counties and plans as widely as possible so that ther 
which might be organized as a regional library. will be greater general understanding of it 
Helen Kremer made a similar analysis of three objectives and the suggested means of reaching 
counties in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and them so that more people may participate in 
Emily Mayne analyzed three counties in the planning. 

Minnesota which might also form a regional Scheduling of the next meeting of the com- 
library. These reports brought to light a num- mitte was left to the discretion of the Chair 
ber of similarities and differences in the local man. 
conditions of each of the states and in the —Jean Johnson 


One of the next problems of the committe! 
is to complete its compilation of data o 
possible regional libraries in the cut-over area, 
Another is the further consideration of criteria 
for the selection of the area for a demonstra 
tion library. A third is the completion of state 
plans for library demonstration. 

The committee agreed that in working on 
these problems it would need the help of other 
specialists such as sociologists, political econon 
ists, etc.; of organizations such as the Farm 
Bureau; of librarians and trustees and oj 
laymen. 








Local | 


A NEARBY SOURCE & 
for 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES — 


V 
DISPLAY SIGNS 
BOOK POCKETS — BOOK CARDS — LIBRARY FORMS 
SUPPLIES FOR VACATION READING PROJECTS 
BOOKMARKS — BOOK LISTS — 
INDIVIDUALIZED OVERDUE NOTICES 
SPECIALIZED LIBRARY PRINTING 


LIBRARY DIVISION 


THE STURGIS PRINTING CO. 
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LOCAL COMMITTEES 


For A.L.A. Midwest Regional Conference 
Nov. 9-12, 1949 — Grand Rapids 


Local Arrangements Chairman: Registration: 
i A 


D. W. Kohlstedt. Elizabeth Farrell 


Convention Publicity: Norma Jones, Creston High School 
De Lyle Runge. Library. 


Exhibits : 
William Quinly 
Hospitality : 


Katherine Madigan. 
Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Chairman. 
Unless otherwise indicated, the address for the 


Grand Rapids Librarians’ Club. above personnel of committees is, Public 

Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library, Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 

Library, Chairman For room reservations and all information 
Meeting Room Assignments : pertaining to hotels contact: 

Eugenia Schmitz, Creston High School Mr. E. J. Burnett 

Library Pantlind, Hotel, 

Esther Tracey. Grand Rapids 2 

Alberta Massingill, Chairman. Mich. 








Please note that the M.L.A. meeting begins one day earlier 
than the A.L.A. Regional Conference. Make your plans ac- 


cordingly. Arrange to be in Grand Rapids on Tuesday, 
November 8. 
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IN CASE YOU'RE HUNGRY ! 


A Check List For ALA Conventioners Of Eating Places In Grand Rapids. 
Ed. Note: The following grouping of eating places represents a fairly inclusive list of the bey 
and better dining and wining spots in Grand Rapids. The asterisk indicates that beverages stronger 
than coca cola are available. 
THE HOTELS 
Pantlind (Convention Headquarters) 
*Mocha Room—Swanky decor in Guild Galleries fashion. Music. 
*Grill ‘““The Pub’—Crossroads of convention city. 
Cafeteria—Typical large hotel set-up. Institutional impression. 
Morton House 
*Dining Room—Food generally excellent. Atmosphere good. 
Music. Bar adjoining. (Try an Alexander here) 
Cafeteria—Basement but nice. Best cafeteria food in Grand Rapids. 
Rowe Hotel 
*Dining Room—‘““The Hunt Room.” Food and atmosphere good. Music. 
Cafeteria 
THE DEPARTMENT STORES 
Herpolsheimers 
Tea Room—All the advantages of Michigan’s newest department store. 
Wurzburgs 
Tea Room— 
THE RESTAURANTS  (Downte wn) 
*The Colony—209 Monroe NW 
Has advantage of nearness to hotels and auditorium. Open 24 hours a day. (About 
the only eating place open in Grand Rapids if you’re accustomed to 3:00 A.M. Com 
vention snacks. 
*Huyler’s Federal Square Grill—143 Ionia Ave., NW 
Across from Post Office. Not large, but food is very good. 
Chinnick’s Restaurant—119 Pearl St., NW 
Dinner only. Food prepared and served in the masculine manner. 
Holly House—105 Jefferson Ave., SE 
Across from Museum. Grand Rapids’ newest restaurant. Pleasant but no outstanding 
food specialty. Probably as far from hotels as you’ll care to walk. 
*Schnitzelbank—3-+42 Jefferson Ave., SE 
Popular German type decor and cuisine. Not an expensive place to eat and food ’ 
fine. Not exactly down town. 
YMCA Cafeteria—27 Library St., NE 
Just ordinary. Institutional. Very busy with down-town office workers at lunch time 
YWCA Cafeteria—25 Sheldon Ave., SE 
Bigger and better than YMCA. 
*Hattem’s Cafe—400 Division S 
Popular low priced meals. Crowded. Plebeian. 


RESTAURANTS (Farther Out) 


Easy driving distance, or you can take a bus or cab. Advance reservations suggested # 


each restaurant is quite small. 
Candlelight Smorgasbord—1435 Genesse St., SE 
Dinner only. Good food but atmosphere too confined to be restful. 
Cherie Inn Tea Room—969 Cherry St. SE 
Choice of booths or tables — if either are open. No speciality but food is generally 
good, 
China Village—1336 Lake Drive SE 
Best Chinese food in Grand Rapids. 
De Lyle P. Runge 
Public Relations Director 
Grand Rapids Public Library 
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Detroit Jrs. have really been going to town, 
according to advice from Forest Alter, chair- 
man of the Detroit Jrs. On March 30th, the 
Detroiters presented a musical program at the 
McGregor Public Library, in Highland Park 
to raise money for the benefit of the Alma 
Josenhans Scholarship Loan Fund, a project 
of the Detroit Public Library Staff Associa- 
tion. The fund is to be used to help finance a 
student’s study at a library school. The De- 
troiters were able to turn over $100 to the 
fund as a result of the program they presented. 
Participating in the concert were Helga Herz, 
recorder; Dorothy Cross, piano; Jessie Mae 
Sanderson, mezzo soprano; Jeanne Marie 
Norris, violin; Frances ‘Thomas, soprano; 
Margaret Mitchell, marimba; Forest Alter, 
piano; and the St. Anthony’s Boys Choir. 

On Sunday May Ist, the Group from 
Detroit journeyed to Toledo to visit the 
Toledo Art Museum, After the trip through 
the museum, they had dinner at the Tally-ho 
Inn. The jrs. journeyed via chartered bus. 
Sunday May 22nd, was the time and Detroit 
the place for the Jrs. Spring Rally. As this 
page goes to press however long before that 
time, no news is available as to the schedule of 
events for that meeting. We'll be briefing 
you on it on the next addition of this page, 
however. A future event planned by the De- 
troit Jrs. is the traditional Sunday morning 
picnic breakfast to be held in June. 


Several attempts have been planned by your 
chairman to get the executive board together 
to make plans for the projects and program for 
the year — but — all have not been able to 
make it at the time. We are still trying. 


The Recruiting Section of MLA _ hopes 
that we Juniors can help them in their plans 
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to point out ‘to library school seniors the ad- 
vantages of traveling to Michigan to work. 
Those who have been talked to — think it a 
good plan. However, it was felt we were con- 
tacted too late to do any good this year. Per- 
haps in the fall, we can get the material ready 
so that long before people make up their minds 
next year, we can get them to come, oh come 
to Michigan. 

Roger Wolcott is the new librarian at the 
Hall-Fowler Memorial Library in Ionia. 
Roger moved from the Flint Public. 

Claxton Helms finally found a place to live 
just outside of Allegan and the family has 
moved down there. On April 29, Clax, who 
was host to the members of M.L.A. District 
No. +, when the annual meeting was held in 
Allegan, was elected Vice-Chairman, Chair- 
man-elect for the district. 


The Grand Rapids jrs. have been busy with 
recruiting. They contacted High School 
seniors and any who were interested in Li- 
brarianship as a career were invited to spend a 
day at Ryerson Library. Seven girls responded, 
and on April 20 were given a briefing in the 
advantages and/or the disadvantages of our 
profession. 

They had a busy day which included greet- 
ings from Mr. Kohlstedt who spoke to them 
informally, short talks by department heads, 
a showing of the vocational film “The Li- 
brarian” and also a pre-view of a travelogue 
which they were asked to evaluate for possible 
purchase by the library. Time out was given 
for a “coke session’ and a bit of relaxation, 
after which the students were taken on a tour 
of the library and were given a behind-the- 
scenes view of a busy library in action. Oppor- 
tunity was afforded for them to spend time in 
specific departments which they had selected 
for the phase of library work in which they 
were most interested. Juniors in each depart- 
ment explained the work and responsibilities 
involved, and answered questions for the 
visitors, 

Follow-up letters which have been received 
by the library indicate enthusiasm for such a 
project. 
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by Mrs. Beulah I. Bock 


Foster E. Mohrhardt (A. M. Michigan 
1933) has been appointed Director Veterans 
Administration Library Services, to succeed 
Francis R. St. John. Yes, Foster is Charles 
Mohrhardt’s brother! Chuck is Associate Li- 
brarian, Detroit Public Library, and many of 
us remember both of the boys when they were 
students at Michigan State. Good luck, Foster. 

Well-known in Michigan Library circles is 
Louise Singley, Kalamazoo Public, who has 
been appointed by Mr. Richard Hurley, Uni- 
versity of Michigan Library School, along 
with Sarita Davis, Ann Arbor, Mrs, Jewell 
Mansfield, Detroit and yours truly to discuss 
details of the union of the children’s section 
and the school library section of the Michigan 
Library Association. 

Peg Murray Wylie, formerly of Kent 
County, gets around! She is now doing part- 
time work in the Lansing Public and she and 
her charming husband, Charlie, are now 
famous having been written up in Bennett 
Cerf’s column “Trade Winds.” 

It’s all in the point of view! 

Student: Got any thing on ancient history? 

Librarian: Just what sort of thing do you 

want? 

Student: Oh, anything about history. 

Librarian: But what period are you study- 

ing, what are you talking about in 
class? 

Student: Oh, around the 1800’s, 

The Civil War! 


I guess — 


Doris Cairns, Reference Librarian at the 
Lansing Public is proudly displaying a beauti- 
ful star-sapphire. Yes, it’s wedding bells in 
October for Doris and the lucky man, Leon 
Randall. Doris, I still say velvet is lovely for 
Fall weddings! 


Again someone forsakes Library work for 
another field. Melba Haight reports that Lena 


18 


Van Genderen, Librarian of Three Oak 
Township Library, has accepted a position g 
Executive Secretary of Berrien County Chap 
ter of the American Red Cross, St. Joseph 
We are sorry to have you leave the fold, Len 
but the best of luck to you and we do hop 
you will like your new job. Miss Van Gender. 
en’s successor at Three Oaks’ Library is Mx 
John F. Hunerjager, Jr. Welcome, Mn 
Hunerjager! 


Keith Knight, Michigan State College Li 
brary, travelled to Knoxville, Tennessee over 
the Easter weekend for his sister’s wedding, 


Bob Orr tells us that through Brand 
County Library, a ceiling projector was loane 
and the patient wrote back: “I have recentl 
had the use of one of your ceiling projectors 
and through this projector, I was able to real 
a number of books while flat on my back in 
bed. A number of my neighbors and I fed 
that these ceiling projectors are wonderful.’ 
They are, and they surely do help relieve many 
monotonous hours when one is ill! 


Woman’s Tuesday Club at Union City had 
the pleasure of hearing Mrs. Corrine Jackson, 
Reading Consultant at the Willard Library, 
Battle Creek. Corrine you must have wowed 
them as your talk was described as being “mos 
delightful with a wonderful vein of humor 
running through it.” 


One little girl came into a Public Libran 
for ‘““Murder Horse” stories for her mother. 
She, by the way, wanted plain horse stories! 


As we all know February 27 - March 5 
was proclaimed by 
“Know Your Library Week.” The American 
Public Library, serving rich and poor, old and 
young, has become one of our most valued and 
appreciated democratic heritages. During this 
week, many libraries held open house to show 
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people in the community what the library has 
to offer and to give patrons and librarians a 
chance to become better acquainted. We, at 
the Lansing Public Library, feel that our open 
house this year was the best one yet. Board 
members who rarely came to the library, came. 
We even served refreshments! 


Mrs. June Carpenter has resigned as Assist- 
ant Librarian at Union City Branch of the 
Branch County Library and she will be suc- 
ceeded by Mrs. William Brisbane. We hope 


you will like us Mrs, Brisbane, and stay! 


Alta Parks, Ingham County Librarian, 
feels very grand these days dashing around in 
her new Ford Vanette Bookmobile. This is 
Ingham County’s second bookmobile. Any- 
way, Alta, there will be plenty of time to try 
out the heater before you really need it! 

Resigning from his position as Assistant 
Librarian in charge of Reference Work in the 
Ann Arbor Public Library to become Head of 
the Department of Junior College Libraries, 
Extension Division, University of Wisconsin 
is Roger Schwenn, After faithful service for 
seven years in Ann Arbor, Mr. Schwenn, with 
his wife and two children, left for Madison 
with the good wishes of the staff and patrons 
of the library. 


Recent chairman of District. 2, Michigan 
Library Association, is Homer Chance who has 
been on the Ann Arbor Public Library staff 
for two years. He has been promoted to fill 
the vacancy as Assistant Librarian in charge of 
Reference Work. Mr. Chance is a graduate of 
the School of Library Science of the University 
of Michigan, with experience in the Wichita, 
Kansas, Public Library. 


Donald C. Potter, who has had experience 
in the Wichita, Kansas, Public Library and 
who will graduate from the School of Library 
Science of the University of Michigan, will 
become Assistant Reference Librarian in June 
in Ann Arbor. 


We've said before—“Alma Huggins gets 
around!”” Now we hear she has been hob- 
nobbing with intellectuals at the UNESCO 
meeting in C’.veland. She is also redecorating 
her apartme it, and would you believe it? 
Shocking pink. 
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“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 
BINDINGS 


Prebound Library 
Books Rebinding 


NEW METHOD 
BOOK BINDERY, INC. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 











DOUBLEDAY AND CO., ING. 


INSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT 


GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 


The Young People’s Division of the 
Literary Guild is now three years 
old. Its selections are increasing 
in popularity monthly. During the 
past few months we have been 
especially proud of “Bride oil 
Fortune”, “Southern Cross”, “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told”, and 
others. The subscription price of 
12 books for $18.00 is one of the 
real bargains in library book buy- 
ing today. 
& 


Wm. H. Smith, District Manager 
727 West Michigan Avenue 
Battle Creek, Michigan 











Rumor has it that Frances Hannum, Li- 
brarian of the Ann Arbor Public Library, is 
not only attending the Zonta International 
meeting in Montreal but that after the confer- 
ence she is making an extended tour of Europe. 
Bon Voyage, Frances, and have a wonderful 
time! 

Our best wishes for a speedy recovery go 
out to Cornelius Wagenvoord, better known to 
Michigan librarians as “Bud.” Bud underwent 
extremely painful surgery recently and we 
understand that all the young nurses asked to 
be transferred to his floor. Mrs. “Bud” 
Wagenvoord is, you know, a member of the 
East Lansing Library Board. She has always 
been proud of her handsome husband but the 
other day she was made even more so when 
Bud was appointed Mayor Pro. Tem. Con- 
gratulations, Bud! And be sure they fix that 
hole in the pavement in my block. 

Hats off to Gertrude Kunze, Trustee from 
East Tawas, Ruth Rutzen and Jacquie Peck, 
Detroit Public, for making such a splendid 
impression on the members of the Ways and 
Means Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives! That is, Gertrude and Ruth did 
and Jacquie did an excellent job handling 


Public Relations for M.L.A. 


Miss Mildred L. Henderson has joined the 
staff of the Jackson Public Library as chief of 
circulation, She is a former member of the 
Detroit Public Library staff. 

All librarians should be recruiting for the 
profession. John Lorenz, State Library has 
done his duty this year. No doubt the Lorenz 
new arrival, baby Janice, will be a librarian! 
We hope so. 

Congratulations and all kinds of happiness, 
Dorothy Dowsett Hemstreet! We want to 
meet the lucky man. 


As many staff members as the schedule per- 
mitted attended Janice McGlennan’s wedding 


to Wayne Taylor on Saturday, March 26. 
Our best wishes and all kinds of happiness to 
both Janice and Wayne! Janice is continuing 
her studies at Michigan State College and 
working part time at Lansing Public. 

For Sale: Siamese Kittens, Inquire of ye 
editor. 
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The University of Wisconsin Lib 
School beckons to Gertrude Hale, Assistay 
Librarian in the East Lansing Public, thi 
summer. We envy you, Gertrude, living by 
side that lovely lake all summer even if you & 
have to study! 





Mr. Benjamin A. Custer, Assistant Librar. 
an in charge of processing, Detroit Pubk 
Library, Mrs. Fannie S$. Noonan of the Michi 
gan State Library, and Mr, Clarence |, 
Weaver, Chief of the Catalog and Order De 
partment, Grand Rapids Public Library, ay 
serving on the planning committee for tk 
Division of Cataloging and Classification ¢ 
the American Library Association for divisicy 
participation in the Midwest Regional Confer 
ence of the American Library Association tok 
held in Grand Rapids, November 9-12, 1944 
The committe is headed by Mr. Robert W,. 
Wadsworth, Assistant Head, Acquisitions De 
partment, University of Chicago Library, who 
is President of the Chicago Regional Group 
Catalogers and Classifiers. Other members of 
the committee are: Mr. Otto Chomet, Antioch 
College Library; Miss Katherine C. Cook, 
Cleveland College Library, and Miss Irene M 
Doyle, University of Wisconsin Library. 


Sarita Davis, U. of M. says “the Cleveland 
Public Library staff were wonderful hosts ani 
have set a marvelous pattern for bringing the 
peoples of the world to Cleveland citizens, 
from elementary school age on through to the 
grandparents”. Miss Davis made this state 
ment after attending the UNESCO Confer 
ence in Cleveland. M.L.A. President Alice 
Louise LeFevre, was also there. 


M.L.A. DUES 


MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIA 
TION dues have been due since January. We 
must stand back of our organization to for 
ward its worthy projects. We have found how 
successfully we can work together by passing 
our State Aid bill but we need the loyal sup 
port of each person working in and for libraries 
throughout the state to further our program 
Let each of us check on this question: Havel 
paid my M.L.A. dues? If the answer to that 
question is in the negative send in your dué 
at once to the membership chairman: Janet 
Teale, Public Library, Kalamazoo 13, Michi- 
gan. 
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Charlo Jackson and Mabel Pomfret, 
Lansing Public Library, have both worked 
hard and saved their money so that now they 
can retire and live leisurely and do all the 
things they haven’t had time to do before. 
Our very best wishes go with both of you. 


As chairman of the Legislative Committee, 
Ruth Warncke has worked awfully hard but 
we understand she has made some valuable 
contacts this spring. Yes, you will have to ask 
Ruth for details! 


The little ex-WAA Ford panel truck now 
doing duty for the Grand Rapids Public Li- 
brary has not only been trucking on down the 
avenues—it has also been doing double time 
as a personnel carrier . 

During the cold, late, winter months when 
the bus strike paralized the city’s transporta- 
tion network, Mrs. Hagerman shuttled her 
branch personnel to and fro with the truck. 
Folding chairs set up in the interior took care 
of the seating problem. 

And just the other day, what should appear 
at the District #4 MLA meeting, Allegan, 
but a green paneled truck loaded with Grand 
Rapids Public Library members! “It doesn’t 
ride like a dream limousine,” laughs Mrs. 
Hagerman, “but it sure has a lot of zip, get 
up and go.” 

The Grand Rapids Public Library was well 
represented at the District #4 meeting, Alle- 
gan. Representatives from each of the library’s 
departments attended the meetings. Following 
the meeting, many dropped in at the Helms’ 
for a social coffee. 

In the current United Hospitals Building 
Fund campaign, employees of the Grand 
Rapids Public Library reported the successful 





For 
Library Furniture 
Library Supplies 
Wood Shelving 
Steel Book Stacks 
Visible Records 
Museum Cases 


Call 


LIBRARY BUREAU 
REMINGTON-RAND, INC. 


DETROIT — BATTLE CREEK — FLINT 
JACKSON — GRAND RAPIDS — 
KALAMAZOO — LANSING — SAGINAW 


Library Supplies, too 











completion of their drive at an early date, at- 
taining 204.6 per cent of their goal. Chairman 
of the library campaign was Mrs. Dorothy T. 
Hagerman. 


April found two new staff members joining 
the Grand Rapids Public Library. Coming to 
Grand Rapids from the Denver Public Li- 
brary, Esther Tracey is working as reference 
assistant in Ryerson Library. Mrs, Anne 
McKinstry, formerly with the New York 
Public Library and research librarian for the 
Hearst Publications, is the new head of the 
Business and Technology Room, 





Books OF ALL PUBLISHERS - - - 





LIBERAL LIBRARY DISCOUNTS - - - 


Magazines - - - SUBSCRIPTIONS TO ALL PUBLICATIONS 
AT LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 


— May we serve you — — please! 


THE DETROIT NEWS COMPANY 
"300-308 West Lamed Stree! 
DETROIT, MICH. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

In connection with the 1949 Summer Edu- 
cation Conference, a School Library meeting 
will be held in Ann Arbor on Thursday, July 
14. 

The theme of the one-day meeting will be: 
“New Tasks in Library Work”. A session 
scheduled for 9:30 to 11:00 A.M. will include 
a panel discussion of this theme. 

A Library Luncheon at 12:15 in Michigan 
Union will honor Miss Virginia Chase, visit- 
ing faculty member of the Department of Li- 
brary Science. Reservations should be made 
with Miss Sarita Davis, Librarian, University 
Elementary School, by July 11. 

During the afternoon session which begins 
at 2:00 P.M, the following topics will be 
presented : 

“New Books and Good Books for the Ele- 
mentary School’, Miriam Wessell, Head, 
Main Library Children’s Room, Detroit Pub- 
lic Library. 

“New Books and Good Books for the High 
School’ ’Louise F. Rees, School Library Con- 
sultant, State Library, Lansing. 

GRAND RAPIDS 

Mrs. Georgia Lawton, who had achieved a 
44 year service record with the Grand Rapids 
Public Library, retired on May 1 from her 
position in the Order Department. 

Mrs. Lawton is a past president of the 
Business and Professional Women’s Associa- 
tion, and in 1943 received the business 
women’s serivce citation “for outstanding 
services to the community during the past 
year’. She was the first recipient of that award 
which is sponsored by the Business Women’s 
Co-ordinating Committee of Grand Rapids. 


TRY P. S. S. 


JACKSON, 


Stretch your Periodical budget by 


ordering from us. 








COMPLETE 
on your 
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS 


We are in a position to fill orders for Magazines, Bulletins, Journals, Annuals, 
Memberships, Transactions, Yearbooks, Newspapers, publications of Supt. of Docu- 
ments, Wash. D. C., in addition to irregular and difficult periodical subscriptions. 


Send your miscellaneous, yearly order, or bid forms 


Publisher’s Subscription Service 
207 West Franklin 





CARD 
CATALOG CASES 


BOOK TRUCKS 
STOOLS 
TRAYS 


Now in stock for prompt 
shipment — selected oak. 


Please write for prices. 


GAYLORD BROS.., Inc. 


Library Supplies 
Syracuse, New York 





The Grand Rapids Safety Council has lon 
claimed a good share of Mrs. Lawton’s tim 
and attention. Her retirement from the |: 
brary will not bring her too much leisure, « 
she plans to continue her activities in thee 
organizations, 

The Staff Association honored Mrs. Lawton 
with a tea and a farewell gift on April 22 
Her colleagues wish her many busy and happy 
years. 


LIBRARY SERVICE 


MICHIGAN 


More than a quarter of a century of 
continuous, satisfactory service. 











Mrs. Margaret M. Wylie Succeeds Mrs, Melba P. Haight as the new Executive Secretary 


of M.L.A. 


Memberships should now be sent to Mrs. Wylie at 131 East Grand River, East Lansing 
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TEACHER LIBRARIANS’ INSTITUTE 
1949 


School librarians, Teacher librarians, and 
also teachers, principals and supervisors are in- 
vited to attend the 1949 Institute for Teacher 
Librarians, to be held at St. Mary’s Lake 
Camp, (a heated camp) near Battle Creek, 
September 30-October 2, 1949. Letters and 
application blanks will be sent to librarians 
and superintendents in September. This con- 
ference, which replaces the one formerly held 
at Waldenwoods Camp, is sponsored by the 
School Libraries Section of the Michigan Li- 
brary Association. 

Dorothy Maywood Bird, author of “Granite 
Harbor”, will be one of the guest speakers. 
Workshops and discussion groups on poster 
making, book mending, and audio-visual aids, 
as well as book talks will be features of the 
program. The problems of teacher librarians, 
particularly providing A BALANCED 
BOOK COLLECTION ON A LIMITED 
BUDGET, and THE EFFECT OF THE 
NEW NORTH CENTRAL REQUIRE- 
MENTS ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES, will 


also be discussed. 


Miss Alice Louise LeFevre, director of the 
Department of Librarianship, Western Michi- 
gan College of Education, Kalamazoo, Michi- 
gan, will be the consultant for the Institute. 


General chairman for this year is Eugenia 
Schmitz, Librarian, Creston High School, 
Grand Rapids. Other committee members for 
the Institute are: Isabella Krzyminski, Regis- 
tration; Pauline Clark, Exhibits; Norma 
Jones, Program; Betty Lautner, Recreation; 
Dorothea Butts, Workshops; Helen M. 
Green, Publicity. 


Spring Institute 


About forty Teacher librarians and adminis- 
trators met from April 29 to May 1 for the 
first Teacher librarians institute to be held in 
the upper half of the lower peninsula. Meet- 
ing at Oak Grove Lodge on Otsego Lake they 
Participated in a program which combined 
talks on student assistants and on children’s 
books, panel discussions, a mending demon- 
stration, exhibits, group and individual con- 
ferences and recreation. Miss Sadie Woodruff 
of Mt. Pleasant was chairman of the Institute 
Planning Committee. 
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Don R. Phillips 


A New 
Children’s Library Book Jobber 
Specializing in Easy Books 
Distinctive — Colorful 
Durable Silk Screen Bindings 
At the very lowest prices. 


Sudden Service 


Write for List 


DON R. PHILLIPS 
P.O. BOX 57 
Vandalia, Michigan 








Class “A” Quality 


LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


© 
PRE-PRIMERS, UNITEXT 


and other 


LOW-COST EASY BOOKS 
* 


Continuous Low-cost 
Circulation 


EDWIN ALLEN COMPANY 
1100 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Illinois 
Write for catalogues and lists 











WHAT'S NEW? 
(Continued from page 7) 

I think Ruth Sawyer’s four rules for Story 
Telling will apply equally well to librarians. 
First, there is the Building of Background. 
She tells in her book THE WAY OF THE 
STORY TELLER of the little Viennese up- 
holsterer who used to repair her furniture each 
year. He told her of his apprentice days in 
Vienna and how the apprentices had to go to 
the opera a half a day each week. “And then,” 
he said, “when we came back we put into our 
upholstery what we got from the opera.” I 
have a friend who says “Want big’. There 
is a lot in that. Do we limit our wants? 
Richness of living makes for richness of think- 
ing. 

Her second point was EXPERIENCE: 
“that faring forth to try one’s metal.’”’ We 
mustn’t be afraid to try new things, things we 
have thought up ourselves. Rules were made 
to be broken It takes a long time to over- 
come rules and be free. They were meant to 
give us freedom, not bind us. Habits were 
given us to help us do things without thought, 
to save us. Just as some habits are best 
changed, so some rules are not meant for us. 
Certainly they are not if they do not serve 
our need. An outworn rule is worse than none. 

Her third point was THE GIFT OF 
SELECTION, and that seems especially ap- 
plicable to us librarians, Put first things first. 
What is most important, to help that child 
find a book he needs or straighten the desk, or 
some other routine job? We can’t do every- 
thing. There just isn’t time We must make 
the decision every day as to what comes first in 
importance. Isn’t it more important to make 
the library a cheerful interesting place, ex- 
citing to come to than to have everything in 
perfect order? 

Her fourth point, THE POWER OF 
CREATIVE IMAGINATION is something 
that every job needs. Padriac Colum in a very 
important article ina CHILD LIFE MAGA- 
ZINE sometime in 1935 (and I wish you all 
might find it) “Imagination is the one thing 
common to all great men, Generals, business 
men, Saints and artists.” We must put it 
into our work if we would have libraries make 
the contribution that is needed to the world 
today. 


Let me remind you of MISS HICKQ 
that charming book about the doll with 
hickory nut head and apple tree twig fom 
body. The little girl who owned her weng 
Boston for the winter and left Miss Hi 
desolate. The Crow came along and § 
“Cheer up, Miss Hickory, Spring aly 
comes again. Remember this, dear lady. 
is important. Get this through your 
Keep your sap running.” 


Paper presented at Spring Institute on C 
dren’s Reading, Children’s Section of M, 


Ann Arbor May 12, 1949, 
PUBLIC RELATIONS FOLDER 


The Public Relations Committee can sup 
in quantity copies of the folder “Project §& 
gestions to Help Your Library” which 
prepared by the Committee. It contains gf 
gestions for projects that community gro 
may undertake in support of their k 
libraries. Librarians may have copies to 
tribute to the program chairmen of local eb 
The Committee will send them directly to 
club if the Library will furnish names 
addresses of club officers. 

Write to 

Clover M. Flanders 
1304 N. University Ave. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


M.L.A. RECRUITING COMMITTEE © 
Claxton Helms, with the help of the Gr 
Rapids junior librarians, has prepared an 
hibit on library opportunities in Michigan 
be loaned to library schools throughout 
country. A letter from the M L.A. Recruitif 
Committee to the Deans of these schog 
brought a very favorable response. Most 
them indicated that they would welcome s 
an exhibit. ; 
Upon request of this committee, the Deal 
also sent a list of their alumni who are engagt 
in library work in Michigan. The commi 
sent 119 letters to these alumni asking th 
they write the Dean or the graduating class1 
their alma mater telling why they consid 
Michigan a desirable state for alert and @ 
thusiastic librarians, ; 
The Recruiting Committee is also wor 
on a plan to cooperate with a state agency# 
preparing an occupational guide on Libraf 
Opportunities in Michigan. 


NOTICE—September | is the deadline for the October MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. Plea 
submit all copy typed, double-spaced and in duplicate. 
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